
Questions to Ask About Your Skin
Cancer
If you have basal or squamous cell skin cancer, it's important to talk openly
with your doctor. Ask any questions you have, no matter how tiny they seem.
Here are some questions you might want to ask.

When you’re told you have skin cancer
● What type of skin cancer do I have?
● Can you explain the different types of skin cancer?
● Has the cancer grown deeply into the skin? Has it spread to nearby

areas or other parts of the body?
● Do I need any other tests before we can decide on treatment?
● Do we need to find out the stage or risk group of the cancer? Are there

any other factors that might affect my treatment options?
● Do I need to see any other doctors?
● If I’m worried about the costs and insurance coverage for my diagnosis

and treatment, who can help me?

When deciding on a treatment plan
● How much experience do you have treating this type of cancer?
● What are my treatment options? What do you recommend? Why?
● Will I be OK if the cancer is just removed with no other treatment?
● What will treatment be like? Where will it be done?
● What are the risks or side effects of treatment?
● Will I have a scar after treatment? How big will it be?



● How quickly do we need to decide on treatment?
● What should I do to be ready for treatment?

After treatment
● What are the chances of my cancer coming back with the treatment

options we have discussed? What would our options be if that
happens?

● What are my chances of developing another skin cancer?
● Should I take special precautions to avoid the sun? What steps can I

take to protect myself?
● What type of follow-up will I need after treatment?
● How will we know if the cancer has come back? What should I watch

for?
● Are any of my family members at risk for skin cancer? What should I tell

them to do?


