Topical treatments for basal cell carcinoma (BCC)
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The following treatments are used when the BCC is small and has not spread deeply.
They are directly applied to the skin, making them less invasive than surgery. However,
they may not be effective for all types of BCCs, and in some cases, alternative
treatments such as surgery or radiation may be necessary.

1.

Imiquimod: This cream assists the body's immune system in fighting cancer
cells. It is applied directly to the skin where the cancer is located. Studies have
shown its effectiveness for certain types of BCCs [1].

. 5-Fluorouracil (5-FU): This cream is applied to the skin, and halts the growth of

cancer cells by interfering with their DNA. It is particularly useful for some types
of BCCs, especially those that are only in the superficial layers of the skin [2].

. Diclofenac: This gel contains a medication that reduces inflammation and can

eliminate cancer cells. It is applied directly to the skin where the BCC is present
[3].

Ingenol mebutate: Derived from a plant extract, this gel targets certain types of
BCCs by directly killing cancer cells when applied to the skin [4].
Photodynamic therapy (PDT): This treatment involves applying a special liquid
to the skin followed by exposure to a special light. It aids in destroying cancer
cells. PDT can be beneficial for specific types of BCCs, particularly those on the
face [5].
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